THE BLACK DWARF. 
A London Wicckly Publication. 


EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUBLISHED, BY T.J. WOOLER, 58, SUN-STRERT, BISHOPSGATE. 


Communications to be addressed to No. 1, Catherine-Strect, Strand. 


CPLEALILDPLISIILE PIL SAE FLOP EPELOLALOLOLEFEPEVOLEPEFOPOGELPPLELOBPLPOLOLOLP OLS OPORDEPDPLELPIPEOLAMLOLOLYPEOLOSCOL TIIOPELPPOL PP BOLSIGLOLAOLOLGO? 
oF WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1817. Price 4d 
Ne. Dle 5 5) 


COLOL OL EL OF PLOLOLOPOLIOL OL EL EL ELOLELEALEOLEIFCLELOL GOOLE LIOEELEEDOIEA LOL EL OL DEOL OI OLOEFE PL OPEIELEOL PEE LELEOEDEDECFEIELELOLOCELECL LD IIIA? 


I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 


Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet | 
Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Directors. 


To run a-muck and lilt at alt I meet. i Pore. 








ELECTION OF THE LORD MAYOR, 


ee 1 


Till. clection is terminated and Alderman Christopher 
Smith is first upon the poll. It is too late to reproach 
the friends of reform with asupineness which they must 
Nor isit policy to dwell on errors that 
cennot be remedied. We nmst rally our forces for fresh 
battles, and collect our means for future contests. Some 
remarks are however called for by an occasion, in many re. 
spects the most singular presented by the annals of the 
City. Last year a proposition accidental/y made ou the 
hustings was carried by acclamation, and the next in rota- 
tion was excluded from an oflice he was deemed incompe. 
tent to fill. ‘The well-earned popularity of the then Lord 
Mayor secured his re-election, and men of all parties voted 
fer his continuence in oflice. A leader of the popular party 
eratuitously exclaimed that ‘* he hoped to God, Mr. Alder. 


Sincerely regret. 


“ oman Christopher Smith would never be Lord Mayor of 


“© London,;?? and the liverymen seemed fully impressed 
with the idea thet he never would be. But circumstances 
change: and he who was proclaimed an interdict has ob. 
tained an election, not from the fivery, but by the neutra. 
lity of the livery. Never before has corruption been al- 
lowed to walk abroad in the openday, and erect her infer. 
nal crest in the metropolis, wéhouf opposition. Iheak and 
unavailing as that opposition has frequently been found, 
it was still deemed a duty te oppose what it was ignominy 
tobear: andthe banners of the public have been unfurled 
to rally the scattered remnant of the country’s hope. Cir. 
cumstances gave corruption what would have been a death. 
bluw, had the people been alert in following up the advan. 
tage. ‘The pampered leeches of the state began to lose 
their hold. ‘The feast of blood failed them. The ven. 
geance of a deluded nation haunted their imaginations, and 
scared their slumbers. But the nation paused. It was 
honed that men who had done so much mischief would be 
dd releat before they plunged the people into 
ceomed to yawn for ifs expected prey. 
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had been plundered of their property were to be deprived 
of their lives, or held in slavery, that the robbers might not 
be brought to a merited punishment. Hence the annihila. 
tion of the constitution, Hence the substitution of a des. 
potism, or discretionary power, “as established by law,” 
in defiance of all the laws we have deen educated to revere. 
Hence the prohibition of public nieetings :—hence the re~ 
strictions of the press:—hence the employment of hired 
spies and official assassins :—-hence the torture of misery into 
guilt :——hence the charges of madness and treason against 2 
people, infinitely ** more sinned against than sinning.” 

With the authors of these calamities, what measures should 
the public hold? Should they not, sensible of these 
outrages, seize with avidity every opportunity of expressing 
their indignation at such treatment? Can there be ary 
delicacy remaining in the mind of any man as to what con. 
duct should be exercised towards those who have committed 
the treason of suspending the constitution? If there b. 
any hoxest man who can hesitate, he is an unworthy de- 
scendant of the heroes of Runnymede, and the patriots whe 
gave the example that royal blood, tainted with crime, and 
blackened with treason against the state, was of no more 
value in the eye of British jurisprudence than that of the 
most obscure of mankind. 

On the principle of a consistent and determined oppo- 
sition to despotism of every deseription, and to the advo- 
cates of despotism in whatever rank ; an opposition was 
advanced against the ministerial candidates, who, in addi. 
tion to the advantage of starding nevrt iz rotation, have 
the meritof being identified as thepanders of the worst 
and most injurious measures of the administration, The 
cause of the opposition was the cause of the country at 
large, ‘Phe menepposed had lent themselves to the suspen- 
sion of the laws, and their onlv title to additional confi- 
dence, was having outraged that which had been reposed. 
inthem by their constituents. No plea, but that of rota- 
tion, existed in their favour; and even that was a fallacious 
plea, for alderman Bloxam was the rotation candidate 5 
and though he may have less money, he is in every other 
sense as well qualified as either alderman Christopher 
Smith, or alderman Atkins, to receive orders, or contracts 
from the treasury. Sir Matthew shontd have been the 
choice ef the livery who elected Christopher Smith: and 
the electers andthe eletted would have been properly clase 
sed tocethep on the score of intellect. They have how. 
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ever only changed the individual. Most of the aldermen are 
men of the same species, 

From the commencement to the close of the election, the 
ministerial and rotation parties have employed every influ. 
ence and eve ry artifice to bring up the reluctant disposers 
of their opinions, and the mure barefaced avowers of their 
inditierence for the literties of the country, to vote for the 
two worthy suspenders of the Habeas Corpus Act, Messrs. 
Smith and Atkins, ‘They have bad every facility afforded 
them. No canvass was instituted against them, It was 
deemed sufficient to open the poil, and leave the liverymen 
to vindicate their own claims to an eflicient Chief Magis- 
trate. Whether the great body of the livery dcemed the 
worthy Aldermen in rotation as a pair of nothings, inca- 
pable of doing any mischief; or whether they thought, that 
to put them in the office to which they aspired, would be 
punishing them as severcly as the marriage of youth to the 
decrepid impotence of age, we are not able to ascertain: 
but they have been suffered to be elected by a minority of 
the livery collected from those depositaries of the minis- 
terial influence, the Bank, the India House, the Customs, 
Excise, and some minor depots of fit soldiers for such an 
occasion. [t would be no diflicult matter to prove the 
contempt intended to be shewn by the popular party for 
the danger to be apprehended from the election of such a 
Lord Mayor as Mr. Alderman Smith is false and injarious. 
The man who avoids doing good, does harm; but, if in ad- 
dition to not doing the good that might be justly expected, 
he contributes to do or to connive at mischief in others, 
which his othee gives him the power of preventing, there 
is much of positive evil introduced, The tocl of an arbi. 
trary minister is often more capable of carrying on invidious 
designs against the liberties of the people, than the minister 
himself. Every thing that tends to strengthen the hands of 
an enemy should be avoided:—and nothing lost that cau 
tend in the least degree to advance ourselves. In point of 
prudence, we have been more than faulty, in declining to 
attempt a victory which would have been both ¢ asy and cer- 
tain, had all hands and all hearts set zealously to work to ellect 
it. Never were the ministerial party more active—never were 
they less successful—without the expence of one shilling, 
without the solicitation of a single vote against them, without 
the personal interference of the popular opponents, they 
have not polled with all their artifices, with all their intha. 
ence, one fourth of the liverymen: and tieir power, new 
ascertained, falls at once to the ground, the moment it is 
questioned by the popular party, when that party shall be 
alive to its true interests, and wave those idle jealousies, 
which strengthen our cnemies at our expence. ‘There has 
becn exhibited during this clection, a variety of those stra. 

tagems whichare so common on the hustings. ‘Aware that the 
public voice was against the successful candidat e ; and averse 
to the exploded nousense of protestation. of principles » and 
midependence never heard of but ov such occasions, a very 
cunning plan was devised to prevent the truth from being 
spoken, because they could not obtain a hearing for the 
falsehood and slander with whieh the people are al w ayS ase 
sailed by their insolent dictators. ‘To do this, required 
little dexterity, It only required sufficient impudence, and 


the ministerial party have uot yet exhausted their supply. 
The hustings were crowded witb a well-dressed rabble, as 





:gnorant, and as boisterous as any minister would wish to 
see yoked to his car. They had provided a man who could 
not speak, and putting him forward, demanded that he 
should be heard, Wis manners insolent, vulgar, and de 
signedly provoking, seemed calculated to encrease the con. 
fusion that prevailed on his appearance. He had been re. 
cognized as one who on the last election was equally im. 
pertinent, and had been treated with equal contempt. It 
will be asked what advantage the friends of egit?. 
macy, and social order, could expect from the appearance 
of such a man, with such pretensions, and with such a pre. 
vious recommendation of outrage and insult. ‘There could 
be but one advantage derived, and that was insolently 
avowed by the diverymen, we suppose we must call them, 
who had taken their stands on the hustings :—although 
whether their livery were that of fools or knaves, it may 
not be so easy to determine, ‘This rabble in manners were 
quite delighted with their contrivance. They kuew their 
puppet could not speak; but they knew at the same 
time that no one else could be heard; and this was 
the avowed motive of their conduct. Lt was promised 
in vain that a hearing for their representative should be 
obtained—their object was not order, but disorder, They 
delighted iu the confusion they had made; and surveyed 
every momentary calm with countenauces as horrid as the 
aspect of the arch-deceiver of mankind when he gazed on 
tle happiness of the first pair :—thcir lungs were again dis- 
tended, and their joy burst forth in full chorus on the re. 
turn of chaos. The sheriffs possessed no power whatever 
on the hustings, ‘Vhe imuiense concourse within the hall 
were attentive to the wishes of these guardians of pubiie 
erder. Although one or two instances of partiaiédy, and 
a little impertinence had been discovered in the behaviour 
of the Sleriits in the early part of the contest, ticy were 
received with silence, and heard with respect—not by the 
livery gentlemen on the hustiugs—but by the populace in 
the hall, among whom however were a considera’ le number 
of liverymen who knew better how to behave ihemsctyes ; 
anda greater number of freemen whom some villainous 
trickery has deprived of a right which i- inhereit im all the 
inhabitants of the metropolis—a riz!) whichaf met suspended 
by an usurpation, would have shorts, (erminatod the dispute 
in another and more pacific method :— aright, which con- 
forring upon every maa the freedom of voting for his repre. 
sentative, would deprive corrupt inflauce and depraved 
intellect of thir mischievous power of outraging public 
fecling, aud thus endangering public peace, [ft was (vo no 
purpose that th. Shorntisinterfered, or pretended to tatert re. 
The hustings rabble still distended theie brazen lungs: and 
in defiance of the authority of the Sueriis, insisted that 
their orator should be heard, Ou saiurday the ganie was 
played for the first time. Qn Monday it was fee 
newed wih more effect, ‘The Sheritis instead of 
clearing the hustngs of these gentlemen yvho se med to 
have arrived fresh irom the cellar of the mayor elect, proe 
ceeded to dissodve the hal/. Vie sheritts certainly possess 
a discretionary pewer . and in the exercise of that power, 
are not to be nicely question d about its propriety : butal 
cases of such notorious insolence to thermsse Ives, it was their 
duty to have kept order damedialely Ground them ; and not 
to submit themselves, or suiier ethers, to be braved and eut- 
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raged by such men as Smith and Hammond,* 
tion of the hall was a compliment to the brutality and con. 
tempt for order on the part of their friends, which the 
sheriffs may now repent. And when one of them remembers 
that his honour was pledged that the hall should net be dis- 
sulved, notwithstanding the clamour of the hustings-gentle. 
men, until the speakers were heard ; he will either be more 
cautious in future of keeping his word, or he must suller his 
honour to be held as cheap as that of the brazen Junged 
brawlers for confusion who surrounded him, lt was some. 
thing singular that another of the first friends of dissention 
boasted, ix the hearing of the sheriffs, that the plan was a 
mast excelicnt one, and that in future nothing sheuld be 
heard on the hustings, even ata common hall, for they 
could drown every thing by clamour. ‘Lhese sauguine lovers 
of disturbance may perhaps find themselves mistaken. ‘There 
are methods to be taken that will most effectually stleuce 
these miserable tools of a despotism that only uses them for 
its meanest and most despicable purposes. 

It is indeed amusing to find those who have been foremost 
in exclaiming against the government of a mob, themselves 
becoming a mere mob, to carry theiv own corrupt determi. 
nation into effect. It was evident that the zsh of many of 
the /ivery-gentlemen upon the hustings was fo create a dis. 
order, that their my rmidonus might have some plausible pre. 
tence for cafling in a prostituted authority to commit fur- 
ther outrages upon the unoflending people. ‘This was so 
clear that when challenged with this base, this villainous de- 
sign, they were ashamed, and lost even the blustering which 
had served them instead ‘of truth or reason, ‘Their masters 
have set them excellent examples in this way ; and it would 
have been a most excellent method of reple wnishing the grecn 
bag, ifa ** revolt”? and a ** ctvil war,” could “have “been 
conjured up from any manufactured or provoked excesses 
in Guildhall. It would have been equivale nt toa second 
Spa-fields’? rebellion, and far superior to the gingerbread 
insurrection of Bartholomew Tair. Gog and Magog 
would have been execlHlent witnesses on which to exercise 
the talents of the Lord Mayor elect, be it Smith or Atkins 5 
and, if the rules of Lavater have any foundation in truth, 
Castles might have found a formidable rival among the /7very 
who that day occupied the hustings. Such is the pass to 
which we are now reduced, After having shown ministers 
the necessity of writing themselves down blockheads ;— 
after developing the wickedness of their agents, and placing 
the cause of reform beyond the reach of cavil, mere force 
and c/amour is resorted to, and the Sheriffs of London are 
braved and insulied in the discharge of their duty by ¢heir 
orn friends, the children of legitimacy, and the discipl s of 
the * he uven-bor n minister,” the ** pilot who weathered 
** the storm,’”? but who suffered this remnant of his crew to 


get so inebriated in the sucking ef the cargo during the 
distress, that they have not yet recovered the effects of their 


unless, indeed, it has been repeated, at the 
who, it is said, 


Intoxication ; 
generous expence of the new candidate ; 
saved his allozunce in the storm. 


ft is certainly true, that a great number in the Tall were 
“ Tiese men were amongst the forcinost to beard ti sherilfs with 
theit vulgar insolence and brutal opposition, Lt is said they are in the 


common council, Lfso, they probably ave on the Billingsgate com- 


witlecs, 
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The Hall is thrown open to ail on such 


occasions; and itis essential to the freedom of election that 


it should be so, ‘They are mere spectators. ‘There is no 
duty for éhem to discharge during the poll. When a shew 
of hands is to be taken, the populace are excluded. The 


custom of the city authorises the inhabitants to enter; and 
the expression of an opinion is what it is to be hoped the ins 
habitants wld never part with; whether allowed or not, to 
exercise all their inherent rights, All that is, or ought to 
be expected of nig an assembly, is, that it should be obce 
dient tu the voice of the pending authority. If the majortty 
will pot attend to the p roper authority, the assemb ly should 
be Cissolved. Bat if a minority refuse to obe V cuch an. 
at the duty of the ollicer is, to see that the parties 
so refusing to obe ‘vy, Showld be remeved. A neinority, acon. 
femplible minorify ;—a Mluertly not re iy prop 
the numbers entitled to the » fViverymaca than the-+ 

the hall, were suflered by t): tr clamour rate lly fo preside us 
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Sheriffs, to controul the Sheriffs, and tually to compel the 
Sheriiis to close the “seid without any just reason—arunst 
a positive pledge. Every exertion was made by those on 


the popular side to obtain a fair he faring for all. To thet 
exertions Was partly owing the paiic nore ception CX Perens . 
ed by the two candidates. Smith and Atkins ; and the same 
conduct was in vain expected from those whose tailors 
had given them all their pretensions to the name of gentle. 
men. <All order was al end, when the candidates had 
spoken. Couvineed that what they had said was not cal. 
culated to bear much examination, they were resolved that 


nothing else should be said; and the Sheriffs were weak 
and ill-advised enough to act upon suggestions equalled 


only in their insolence by their wit hedne- 

The proceeding of that day stamps an | eternal disgrace 
on the adrucates of the © Pitt edited a new by 
Castlereagh and company.’ The events of that day shall 
never be forgotten; and may the attempt to force down 
the wild ravings of a few as the law of the majority by the 
assistance of the Marshal, be received with proper indig- 
nation, Constables aud police ofliecrs will next hakiews 
anda juntaof pensioned and privi- 
leged individuals collected from the lowest of the low, for 
the basest of all possible purposes will he converted iuto 
the arbiters of right and wrong, in the first City of the 
world, upon the sole merit of having successfully cheated 
the rest out of their authority, and into the surrender of 
their indisputable rights. ‘May the lesson which the inhabi- 
tants of Aberdeen have taught the usurpers of their fran. 
chises and the Invaders of their property,be closely followed 
by the inhabitants of every corporation, and the reign of 
fraud and peculafion be quickly atan end. In Aberdeen 
alf enquiry was resisted, all right of interference on the par: 
of the inhabitants was denied. until at last the 
despotic rule grew too extensive for its means, and the faos ec 
sunk beneath its weight after an ineffectual attempt to fix 
the burthen voluntarily on the shoulders of the inhabitants, 
Let the freemen of the City of London look to this evidence 
of the * which it is now confessed can be supported 
ouly by force and clameur, and determine for themselves 
whether the vy will be the agents of its abuses, or the steady 
protectors of the liberty, su dearly purchased, and ouce 
highly prized. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
nmin, 
‘°o Mr. Cobbctt ; 


in the United Siatcs, 


** And here let me observe, that the past conduct of no man, 
however meritorious oaght for one moment, to be put in com- 
petition with the good of our count ry!” 


Mi. COBBETT’S ADDRESS TO SIR FRANCIS BURDETT. 
Sin, 

{N the boundless extent of your chivalric exploits, 
von have visited my humble labours with the severity of 
yourwrath, mixed, I must confess, with as much compli- 
ment as Ll expeeted—-with more than [ deserve. t amnot 
io be seduced out of the path of public duty, even by the 
consideration of defending myself from unfounded accusa- 
tions, unconnected with the public cause. ‘The reasons, and 
the justification of my attack upon your departure are on 

record, <A dcader of the first magnitude had deft our ranks, 
without any apparent cause, when our exertions ought ra. 
ther to have been redouble re thenrelaxcd. The infclligence 
of your departure astonished, alarmed me. JT knew there 
was danger in resisting the encroachment of power. I was 
ambitious of the honor of participating in that danger ; but 
not presumptuous enough to think I was capable of en- 
countering it alone. L was not a fair-weather volunteer in 
the cause. Ladvauced to the battle, and expected to have 
combatted in the ranks, as an auxiliary to more important 
fabourers in the vineyard of reform, <As the danger ap- 
proached, there is now no presumption in asserting that I 
redoubled my vigilance, and called up all the energy of a 
Owarf to mect the shock, which [ never contemplated any 
reformer would seek to avoid. Mr. Cobbett, thought 
otherwise ; and claimed the right of withdrawing from a 
threatened danger. There may be some prudcace in this— 
there may be some policy—but on the occasion in which 
you adopted it, | was unable to perceive either. And, 
although, I am willing to concede, you may be of much 
service to reform, even in America, never shall [ think 
your flight necessary, or your apology suflicient. Your dés. 
crimination of my reasons for attacking you, must be correct: 
bat may add that those which you have assigned are not those 
which present themselves to your mind, All the common 
motives of jealousy, if I were capable of acting upon 
them, (which T hope I shall long be able to prove I am 
aot) were put aside by your voluntary exile. The ground 
was left open for me, or any man to assume. That 
xt could not be occupicd withso much effect by another as 
by Mr. Cobbett is admitted ; but there was no bar to its 
occupation—anud to flatter, not to condemn, Mr. Cobbett 
was the easiest mode of succeeding to hishonours, I had 
uo time for consideration. The first impulse always deter- 
mines me, and I seldom find any cause to repent its 
guidance, A great public existing good was lost, A greater 
good in expectation was thrown into the chances of futurity. 
It was impossible not to condcian any conduct, that led 
to such results. Look at the motto, Sir; it is your own 
janguage in justification of your attack upon Sir F. Burdett. 
Hhe truth is an obvious one: and it is the basis of the 
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essay which you accuse as 6¢ persona), malignant, vuleur, 
} contemptible, virulent. base, and false.’ 1 cannot eater 
into controversy with you in the application of ep:the:, of 
this description If you could have selecied any passage 
that deserved them, 1f would have been more corvincing 
to your readers, But what defence have you oot up > 
Great men in former times have fled from ree! and evident 
danger? Mr. Cobbett is also a great man, aud the 
he must also have his f?cht to resemble them. whether the 
danger was equally evident, or not. Twishthe gree! men 
on the other side would also take up the doctrine; and 
Castlereagh, Canning, and company, follow you to America ! 
But they will not move, while there isa chance that they 
may remain undisturbed in their places. You, Sir, retired, 
while there was ouly achance that you would be disturbed 
And had your apprehensions been fulfilled, the ministers 
would have only reaped a richer harvestof Cisgrace. 


HD y's fore 


Your parallels of Bastwick, Burton, Prynxr. and 
SypNery, are not quite in point. They lived under despo. 
tisms which they were endeavouring to overthrow : you, Sir, 
were living under a constitution already established, which 
it was only necessary to preserve. And L will be bold to 
svy, that although Mr, Cobbett might not have been able to 
prevent the suspension of the law, even by his boldest eforts, 
he might have paralyzed the hands ef the administration, 
and left them ia possession of an ignominious power, which 
they would have felt it infamous to employ. Phis has been 
partly done without you, Sir; but your bitterest enemies 
must allow, that your presence and exertions would have 
eflected more. 

You have rendered the character of Mr. Paine an in. 
jury by stating that which is not true. fle did not fiy from 
a prosecution, or from the dxfemation of an ex-officio infor. 
mation, Long before the prosecution, the immortal author 
of the ** niguTs OF MAN,’’ was elected a member of the 
French Convention, and was fetched from London by de- 
puties appointed to escort him. His purpose was to defend 
his publication; and nothing but the duties he owed to the 
country, which entrusted him with a seat in her senate, 
would have prevented his appearing at the bar, in de. 
fence of his opinions, and of his right to promulgate them. 
His courage was not excelled even by the perspicuity 
of his conceptions, or the clearness of his expression. In 
justice to one of the principal authors of the freedom of 
America, I call upon you to rescue him from an imputation 
of cowardice which he does not deserve, 

All the pretty comparisons that you make, Sir, between 
yourself and Voltaire, and Lallemand, and Vandamme, will 
be useful enough when you can prove that you were in as 
much danger. It would have been rashness in them to risk 
themselves without an advantage. Courage consists in 
doing all that can be done, without incurring a greater risk 
than the advantage to be obtained by the service to be per- 
formed. If you can satisfy yourself that you have done 
this, you are no coward. ‘Those who think otherwise, will 
think you are one; and if Mr. Hunt should say that he 
would not attend a fourth, fifth, or sixth public meeting in 
Spafields, called by his own advice, I should, without any 
hesitation, honour him with a similar epithet. The aTienion 





to Major Cart right’s courage might haye been spared ;~ 
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the insinnation that he will relax in his efforts is unfounded. 
Ye will neither shrink from calling public meetings. nor 
from acting ** at those meetings as he has hitherto dane.” 
jet the corrupt authority of the day deal with his bouest aud 
cyurageous patriotism as it may think prudent. I really 
do, Sir, think what ‘* embraces the most distant cousidera- 
{ion of personal safety,’? is cowardice. [ think it quite 
enough for prudence to avoid the evils (hat tt can see, and 
not run away from the ** most distant”? apprehensions. I 
do not adopt the nonsense you have written for me about 
thunder-storms, failing houses, hurricanes, and breken legs, 
J would apply to a surgeon for the latter. I would lower 
sailin a hurricane. 1 would get out of the way both of the 
falling house and the thunder-storm if I could. But I 
would not postpone an important journey, because a storm 
might overtake me, the house might fall down, a hurricane 
mioht blow, or my leg might be broken, You assume the 


fact, that by remaining you could do your country xo ser. 
vice. This is now disproved. All the pleas built upon it, 


therefore, fall to the ground, 


To write from America is of some service certainly, be- 
cause all that Mr. Cobbett writes must be of some value; 
but l have before observed, that the distance, and the time 
that must elapse must clways take much from its value, and 
more from its utility. We might play at chess at that dis- 
tance very well, ii we were not anxious about finishing the 
game: but political movemegts must be more prompt, or 
they will generally be uscless—ofiten mischievous. ‘That 
Mr. Cabbett would write from America, was not the ob- 
ject of my ridicule. | only ridiculed the idea of going so 
great a distance to write what so many others were ready 
to write in Kagland, L am nota pretended friend of the 
cause of reform, nor can I yet bea suspected one; for 
my conduct and my precepts have becn ever the same. It 
isonly while they continue to be so, that | expect any de- 
ference will be paid to what 1 write. The question between 
us isnot a question of principle, butof conduct. And the 
qjuestion is still farther limited. {ft is not whether Ll have 
acted wrong? I have no accuser, but yourself; and your 
accusation of personal motives is disproved by all the evi- 
dence that can be offered in such a case. 1 can appeal 
safely to what L have done. What I shall do is not for me 
toboast, or youto prophecy. In alluding to my trials, are 
you in yest, or earnest, Sir, when you pretend to express 
your surprize at my complaint of the hardship of being sud- 
denly ** dragged from my affairs,” aud at the suggestion I 
ventured to make of the dreadful consequences that might 
have ensued had I been married, and had a family ? i certainly 
cid know that Mr. Cobbett was married and had a family 
when I accused him of cowardice. But [ also knew that 
Mr. Cobbett was rich ;—and though the injustice would 
have been the same in being illegally imprisoned, yet net 
ther he who could provide for a family, nor myself, who 
hud none to provide for, could have been exposed. to the 

dreadful consequences’? that must follow the arrest of a 
poor man, illegally forced from his atfairs to contemplate 
the misery and want of his offspring in a dungeon, | 
Sketched from no imaginary picture. The original of the 
Portrait was before my eyes, and will ever live in my recol- 
“ecuon. It was uot to * more compassion”? for myself, 
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hut fo awaken indignation against my prosecutors, that [ 
to which they might carry an infamous 
tTuidreds of my fellow.citizens who heard the trials, 
Will iaform Mr. Cobbeit how Lf begged for mercy upon 
thar oceasion, Lneither courfed or shunned imprisonment. 
Confident that L had not deserved penishment, t demanded 
of my judges an acquittal— not by denying what b had done 
—not by explaining away the meaning of the language | 
had employed—not by oflering to compromise my sentimeiits 
—but distinctly avowing that | had done nothing but what 
was warranted by ¢he laws of my country—nothing but 
what I should repeat at every opportunity. LT have so far 
escaped the punishment with which I was threatened; and 
should the attack be renewed, I shall preserve the same 
even conduct—the same indifference as to the result. [have 
not yetiearn! to love a prison: bet Thad rather inhabit one 
iui au honourable cause, than live any where under the slight. 
est imputation of dishonour that was justly founded. 

Your prediction may be truce. I may be stlenecd; bug: 
you, Sir, may rest assured that whéle I write, the only’ 
measure of my style will be truth, and all the manners F 
shall atiord to the ministers, will be an absolute coudem. 
nation of their measures, which have becn ruinous, and 
their system, which is infamous. If my choice only lay 
between an Kaglish jail and the United States of America, 
f am hardly prepared to say which I should prefer, At al! 
events, L will 6c sure that L have vo other choice before | 
sail for the latter. ‘The country of my birth shall be the 
land of my grave, unless fore?gu force be called in’ to con. 
solidate the ‘* Iloly Alliance,’ and the Russian bayonet 
annihilate the last evidence of English freedom. We have 
yet better hopes, One engine of oppression has been struck. 
from the hands of the administration, ‘Their beloved 
6 special gury list,’ is a non-entity ; and the alteration 
which has taken place in the public sentiments, is decisive of 
the fact that a similarabuse will not be suffered to exist. The’ 
shame with which the ministers have been covered in the re 
sult of their mock-state—(rials, and the discovery of the vile 
machinations of the wretches whom they have employed, ren. 
der them now toe contemptible to wield their usurped power 
with any dangerous effect. The tranquillity which dhey could 
not disturb will deprive them of any pretence for the fur. 
ther suspension of the Tlabeas Corpus act; and if they 
venture to forge more plots, and to employ more agents 
tu reduce the miserable into rebellion, they must be sur. 
rendered to ignominy even by the vilest of their dependents. 
Your reasoning is correct upon the feeling which juries must 
entertain relative to persons accused by the present adminis~ 
tration. Their accusation will be their profection; aud 
no man will think himseif bound iu conseience to believe 
the denunciations of men convicted of employing such 
infamous assistants, as Castles, Oliver, and Reynolds, of 
whose exploits, you have by thistime heard. Hoping for 
the best, yet prepared to meet the worst ,—esteeming 
highly the benefits which any man confers on the cause of 
reform :—yet feelingly alive to every injury that cause 
receives, even from its friends, JI remain, 


law, 


Yours, &e. 


Vat Brack Dwarr. 
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To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 
a 
WHAT ARE YOU? 
Sir, 


I should be a warm admirer of yours, and very 

anxious to recommend your publication wherever | go, if J 
could learn who, and what you were. But f am very fre- 
quently perplexed to answer the questions, and comments 
that Levery day hear. Do pray tell us what you are ? 
Whether you are a monster, or whether you have any the 
least tesetablance toa human being. Ihave enquired of 
you in many places, but find no satisfactory intelligence, 
of your birth, parentage, aud education, ‘Truth to say, 
in some places, you have but an indifferent character, A 
worthy Alderman told me the other day in answer to a 
question how he liked your speeches, he should like 
very well to hear ** your last dying speech and confes. 
sion!” Dr. Slop of the Day and New Times swears ** herd/ 
*© be d——dif yo’ve any religion, And wishes the devil 
6 may sink him into flames, if you are not a cursed re. 
$¢ former !? ‘The Editor of the Courier doubts vour 
“6 loyalty, and observes that you speak very profanely of 
6 the Jords of the bed-chamber, andthe cock and cryer at 
** court!” ‘The Morning Post, g1 ravely observes you are 
very impudent to doubt the virtte of Lord Castle reagh., 
Parson Bates fears you must go to the devil, since he has 
never seen you at his Church; and Sir William asserts you 
must bea savage, and is quite astonished to hear you do 
not eat turthe six or seven times a week, A young lady of 
my acquaintance saw you the other day upon the hustings, 
and surprises all the family by asserting that you do lovk 
something like a man! She was not quite near enough to 
ascertain whether you had a cloven foot; will you be kind 
enough to satisfy us in this particular; as we shall be very 
happy to learn that you are not quite a devil. Pray how 
many shapes can you assume, and how many professions 
have you?) Have you a tail and saucereyes? Is it true 
that you are a cannibal, and cat all your meat raw? Dr. 
Slop ‘the other day, affcr drinking seven bottles of wine, 
aad swearing for five hours, suddenly jumped up and 
swere by ali the devils that he believed, you were the 
mad woman in diseuise who tricd to stab the King 
seme twenty or thitty years ago; and putting on his 
red night-cap, ran to Downing Street to inform them 
you had escaped from Bethlem. Unfortunately, how. 
ever, he stumbled upon a watchman, who thought him 
lunatic, and notwithstanding he swore vehemently by G—, 
that he was the most pious man in’ the world,—d——d 
himself if he was not the most moral—and knocked the 
poor old fellow down twice te shew his love of social 
order, and legitimate government—all would not do. He 
was taken to the watch-house, but finding there a celebra- 
ted sprig-of nobility famous for night- brawls, and drunken. 
sets-to, the Doctor gave hima lecture—and he gave the 
Doctor bail. Lt was then too late for the revels at C——. 
JIouse ; as nobody is expected to be sober if awake, after 
three in the morning. So Doctor Slop went home; and 
after digesting! his discovery over his habit of ** swearing 


@ prayer or two,” he found in the alteration of his opinion, | 
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that instead of Magaret Nicholson, you must be the very 
Robespierre that was guillotined at Paris;—that you carry 
your head under your arms; and that it is not you that 
speak, buta devil that lodges in your skull. Of all this 
he is goiug to make affidavit before the new Mayor; and a 
very respectable list of aldermen, common councilme nN, 
and livery-men (footmen of the aforesaid) will cautiously 
swear it is true to the best of theirknowledge and belief, 
What can you say to all this? you will be locked up ina 
cage, and shewn for a curiosity: I would give sixpence 
willingly to see you, if you are really such a@ monster. 

Another friend of mine, a Jittle addicted to the credu. 
lous, will have it you are Jack the- giant. killer: and that 
your principal business in this country is to destroy a cele. 
brated Irish Giant , who has fixed his residence he re, and 
has been very destructive. He hopes, he says, that you may 
succeed § but fears that task will be toomuch for you; as 
your s¢ ve n-ceague boots are in possession of a collcague of 
this said Giant’s who borrowed them for a trip to Paris : and 
the ¢nviséble coat, has been cut up intolittle bags to hold th: 
prosperity and happiness of the country, w nich have also 
become invisible to any but the eyes of the initiated. 

Dr. Slop has objected to this theory, and is occasinally 
inclined to think you are an emissary from St. Helena. At 
such times he rails against you in all the madness of his 
highest cursing fits, and gives you all the epithets that he 
was used to bestow upon Napoleon, for which he was dis. 
missed from the exhibition of-his art of ** cursing made 
eusy to the meanest capactty,”’ in the columns of the Old 
Times. Nothing vexes him more than to hear you spoken 
well of. Hle was told on Friday that the populace would 
not hear you. Then he called them ** a more respectable 
assembly’’—a set of ** discriminating men who would not 
be misled’?—** he was glad that the /‘very had come for. 
ward,’? and so on. Being set right, and informed the peo- 
ple did not recollect you, because you had put on another 
shape, and that as soon as they recognized you all was well 
again ;—he raved ten minutes before he could get out 
the prologue to his spleen, which consisied of fifty round, 
well-sounding oaths, many of them newly invented for the 
occasion, he said, you were ‘* a devil,’? and all the rest 
‘* raggamuilins, scum, rabble, mob, drunkards ;”” and a 
string of epithets of a similar nature, which took him three 
hours and a quarter to deliver; forgetting himself most 
strangely and parodying a part of the St. Athanasius’ Creed 
—going on in this way :— 

The Black Dwarf is a devil—the Auctionecr’s a devil*or I 
am devil: and yet there are not three devils, hut one. 
The Black Dwarf is a raggamuffin—the Auctioncer ts a ragga 

mufiin—or Lama Taggamuflin : : and yc t there are nob 
three ragzamutftins, but one. 

The next conjecture of Dr. Slop was that you were not a 
native of this country. Nobody, said he, born here could 
be so cursedly foolish and mad as you are, to think 
any body cares here any thing for truth, and reform, 
and liberty.  ‘* Why,’? says the Doctor, ‘* look at 
‘* me, f have abjured them all this thirty years ; and don’t 
** find myself a bit the worse for the want of them. To be 
“sure Llost the o/d Times, but what then? The new Times 
« will do as well for me; and as to the »vroprietors, if I 
«6 cant write the paper iuto a profitable speculation, why ! 


Gis 


“can ¢damn if to everlasting fame!’ Henesty: Poh! 
“ Nonsense! * Why T can smile, ai domurdcer while PE smile, 
¢ and secon a saint when most IT play the devil!’ There, 
“ there’s for you! bsavt that d—d good, ch! Tam a 
‘* church and king man, ip be cursed to you! I like 
** social order and be) vy for myself you confoauded scoun- 
“ drels ! None bu: a native of hell for n. e, the devil fetch 
ee 


: you ig 
I ' ave been more particular in giving you the opinion of 
Dr. Slop, because he rails at you most vehemently, aod 
woul i bs very glad if he could put you ina passion, and 
by that means induce you to declare who and what you are. 
To be sure, he says be has some fears about meeting you, 
Jest you should pudi iim b: ae nose if you are passion ite ly 
given, ‘Loremel. t ater, he is determined to cover it 
“ail add considerably to the 


with frases, a me: that 
and protect one of them, which 


uniformity of his feat: 

hangs only by a very slender thread. I hope, however, 
that you will cousicer his inurmitices, and the impatience 
we all foe} ilo ewe Gur cd mis solved i respecting your » erson, 
religion, and merais, Pry a politics you are very free: 


undertakes. it you will put on a little humility 


and Dr. Si} 

and place j oursert under bis tution, you shall be as good a 
chréstian as bhtmse/}, in hail-arvear, if y ou can devote hall- 
v-dozen hours a-day to sw aring for the first six weeks : he 


fo you every time, 
Your kind and early 
by 
inquisitive admirer, 

Prrer Pry. 
N. B. Please to remember, that we want to kuow every 

thing. Do you wear mustac hios, or whiskers, or both? 
On which siae do you hear best? Are you short or long. 
sighted? D> you put on your garters above or below the 
Knee, and what is your reason for the pemerave ? 


—E —_—— 


having ne objcetion to repeat the oaths 
as af is jus most favourite amusement. 
Feply, sli. Dwarf, will be estecmed a favour, 


y our 








- QO ( ‘OR RESP ONDEN TS, 

A Liveryman” ts thanked for bis communteation. The Mar- 
shall was merely aservantof the Sheriiis, and was obliged to 
obey his orders, in preventing any discussion after they h: nd dis- 
solved the hall. This was done by one of the Scerfts in « ontra- 
diction to his word:--and afier such am. ure, the sedition 
bills become operative, and authorize tin gure of any ove 
attempting lo speak. Law-suits are therefore out of question, 
when the laws are arp nsed with hy act of La arhament. 


a“ 


——— 


To the f-ditor of the iF lach bi arf. 
-<— 
ON THE PRESENT ORDER OF THINGS. 

An officer attached to the British army, who has served 
much on the Continent for about fifteen yoars, in a situation 
of great trust, being rompumenes tur the clearness 
and accuracy of his accounts, solicited eaipluyment or per- 
mission to hold some situation with hi His half-pav, which was 
not sufficient for his support (aithough he paid SCO guineas 
for his appointment) ;—he was at once asked the very signifi. 
cant question, ** What parliamentary interest have you?” 
The reply being given in the regative, he wasinforined im. 
mediately that there was uot the least chance of his request 
being complicd with. 

Now, Mr. Dwarf, 
supported by such links, 





2 a 


on 


if the present order of things is to be 
such chains, aad by such nume. 
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rous, I might say, endless ramifications of power; how can 
vou waste your valuable time and talents, in talking about 
Parliamentary Reform?) My thanks for your favour and 


attention. 
Orsrrver. 





— 


To the Lditor of the Black Dear. 
Te 
ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS, 


Sir, 
Phe Edinburgh reviewers have attempted this last spring a refuta- 
tion of the arguments of reformers who claan the right of aundal pare 
lisments; Lobeo therefore that you will insertmy replication to the 
reasonings of the said critics of North Britain. T! rse reviewers have 
maintained that the act passed io the fifih year of Edward IL. aud 
Other enactments that the parliament should be assembled every year, 
4id not mean to prevent the duration of a parliament from being exten- 
ded bevond a year. This may be perfectly true; butit does not prove 
that the pe ople bave neta just clan to atresh election within a year, 
By consuiGing the roils of parliament, and Prygoe’s parliamentary 
writs, and Dugdale’s suinmoa-es, we see that there is ootone solitary 
instance to be found, during one hundred and torty-tive yearsor more 
ot the earliest,—and consequcatly the purest tines of the Flouse of 
Commons, in whtiehany parh: unent has lasted longerthan a year. Lhe 
copsututional right of the people to a new election of their represepta- 
tives within a year was for the very first time intringed ia the 23d. year 
of King Henry the Vio in the turbolent period of contest between the 
Higuses of Yo¥K and Lancaster, wher we may suppose thatif atany 
time Whatever, “ might would prevail over right.’ Yet that daring 
encroachinent was oot ventured upon above once move in that reigo, 
and that was in the Si-t. year, bLeéward TV. as being of the eldest 
line would not be beiend hand with the Lancastrians, and he lengthen- 
ed out ove paillament (o near two and another to near three years. 
We need not wonder, as the power of the crowo was upor ‘he increase, 
hat Heary VIL. keptone, which abolished the papal power in England, 
Atter all this, of course the people's annually elected 
ceyerv’ of Commons is gene; but Patlirm that their just and indisputable 

ghthad been pre vious ly invaded and broken in upon violently : the 
u-: surpation therefore ought to be re nounced, and the parliament ought 
to return back to its first’ principles, The Scottish ¢ rities carry On a 
sort of quibbling arguisent against us because some one of our friends 
who favour annual re-electious, unfortunately dropped a mistaken asser- 
tion, that our pristine Houses of Commons continued only for one 
sesston each. The truth is that the term prorogation has not always 
preserved the same meaning : i siguified something between our pre- 
sent adjournment and prorog: ation: so that. this reasoning of the re- 
viewers is nothing to the purpose ; for about prorogations iCis not the 
objector the relormers to conte nd. We inay admit that some of the 
early parliaments have had two sessions, if their separation is to be 
allowed to be something more than an adjournment: yet our right to 
re-elect our rept sentatives within a year isequally valid. The exam- 
ples both of a plurality of sessions, and of the crown’s encroachments 
‘ngthening out the parliaments unduly, are as follows, 

Li the 28th year of Edward I. a parliament was summoned to 
meet at London on the second Sunday in Lent; it was dismissed the 
20tu of March; summoned again to meet at Lincoln on the @ist o€ 
January, and dissolved on the 30th, Here is something like what we 
thon!d vow call (wo sessions, and we may admitit tobe so without 
pre. judice to our right to annual elections, 

S30. of Edward fT. a parliament was sammoned to meet at Westmin- 
ster op the Qtth of February, aod dissolved on the Sistof March, Here 
wehave an instance of the short duration of parliaments when they 
were in their purest state, Dive weeks then sufficed : now five years is 
rorthought long enough, 

Inthe Sth of Edward HE a parliament was summoned to meet at 
London, the Sunday after the feast of St. Lawrence, and it sat 60 days ; 
itwascalied to meet again at Westminster November 2d, and was dis- 
solv d the I8thof December. This parliament: passed a law that the 
national Couned should assemble every year; that is, that parliament 

hould or ot totally omit to sitin the course ‘of any year. 

Pnthe 2d. year of Edward ILL, a parliament was summoned “to meet 
at Se lisbury, October 5th, it sattill the Gist, it was called together 
againat Westminster the 1l0thof Febroary, and dissolved on the 22d, 

fuithe Oth of Edward Lib, a parliament was summoned to meet at 
York December Gth, it sat five days; it was called to meet again at 
York January 2ist, and was dissolved on the 26th. This is a parliament 
upon aright plans it bas two sessiuns, yet last only 51 days, 


hear six years, 
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In the 45th of Edward I1f. a parliament was called to meet at 
Westminster February 22nd. it -at ill March 29th. it was summoned to 
meet at Westminster June 13:h, and dissolved on the 27th. 

In the 15th year of Richard If. a parliament was called to meet at 
Westminster, November 4th, it sat till December 13th; it was adjourned 
to the 24th of January, by the consent of the prelates, lords, and com- 
mons, the hing commanding it. It met at Westminster January 24th, 
and was dissolved on the 23d of February. What is here called an ad- 
journment is on some other-occasions termed a prorogation : aud though 
the king commands, the consent and concurrence of both houses is 
deemed requisite, The king’s prerogative respecting prorogation does 
not seem, therefore, to have been clearly defined in those days. 

In the 11th of Richard Lf. a parliament was summoned ; it sat till 
March 20, when it was continued (that is, prorogued or adjourned) to 
the Jith of April by the king with the consent of the states; and it was 
dissolved on the 5th of June. 

Towards the close of Richard the Second’s reign a parliament was 
summoned to meet at Westminster, September 17th, and sat 10 days, 
aod then was continued (or proregued) to the 27th of January by the 
king’s sole authority. Though King Richard does not wait for the con- 
currence of the two houses in authorising the prorogation, let it be re- 
marked that hesoon afterwards lost his crown and life; therefore, per- 
haps his pretension to prorogue the parliament in his own sole right 
might be then deemed irregular. 

n the 17th of HWeury 1¥. one same parliament was continued for 
three sessions, but is not known to have lasted more thania year; and 
the sessions in those days were usually very short. 

Ta the 3d year of Henry V. one same parliament sat for two sessions. 

{n the reign of Heory VI. parliaments which continued by proroga- 


_fion for two sessions occur very often. 


ifn the 23d, and also in the Sist years of Henry VI. the same parlia- 
ments sat for three sessions, and continued in existence for more than a 
year. 

In the Sd year of Edward LV. a parliament was convoked which had 
three sess'ous and sat for two years. 

tn the 12th of Ldward LY. a parliament was summoned which sat for 
seYen sessions, and Was continued by various prorogations for near 
three years, 

The parijameots of 4th Henry VIT. and one cf Henry VILE. have 


been mentioned above. 


-1n the reign of Edward VI. the parliament that establisked the refor- 


AMation in religion lasted five years nearly. 


Queen Mary evinced more invdesation in that, she had five parlia- 


pments in her short reign of 5 years and t months. 


fu the T7th year of James 1. the same parliament met after it had 
ceased to sit for six years, Sir Edward Coke approves of this ; but his 
authority in such cases is too suspicious to be received. 
, The early parliaments are proved to be only of annual duration, accord - 
ing to the English constitution, by the legal compulsion which forced 
men (o seyve in parliament much against their will. For if the service 
was liable to be protracted to an indefinite length, as the Edinburgh 
Reviewers pretend, the condition and lot of a member of the House of 


“Commons must have been truly wretched. If the service had been for 


more than a year’s continuance the itrationality and extreme hard- 


ship would certainly have prevented so severe a law as that which 


compelled to an attendance in parliament, and to find sureties under 
pain of distress of their goods and chattels. Because why should an ua- 
pleasant office be laid upon one individual and others not be liable to 
bear the burden too in their turn, as is the case in regard to serving the 
office of mayor? So fittle was the situation of a member of the House 
of Commons relished in those days that, besides that they received the 
wages from their constituents, Prynne relates that a distress of eight 
oxenand four sheep was levied by the sheriffon a knight of the shire 
for pot finding sureties for attendance on parliament. No severe burden 
would ever, be laid on an elective viticer, representative, or procarator, 
Unless its continuance were shortened by the law. To areflecting mind, 
therefore, it must be evident that early perliainents could never have 


been intended to last longer than atwelvemonth. According to the 


idea of the reviewers aman might have been obliged to serve in parlia- 


. ment for twenty ope years or throughout life ifthe king had thought 


proper, which ts Coo absurd to suppose, when it was thought a hardship 
to be obliged to attend though only for one year, 

The short duration of pathiaments and frequency of re-election are 
implied in the ackaowledged maxim of the English constitution, that 
the people submit to no laws but what they have consented to. Yet the 
Scottish reviewers pretend that this invaluable inaxim is only (anta- 
mount to the present False and Gelitious one, that every Englishoan ts 
supposed to know all the statutes of the teal, and henee is not allowed 
(oO plead ignorance. Now inthe carly times, when our House of Coim- 
mons, Was pure, an Caglislmin could know the few statutes which con- 
cerned bimeelf, Tf it be objected, that few could then read, T reply 
that the reading then in use was very easily and ina very few days 
perfectly avquired, it being simple and alphabetical, whercin every 


(letter has an unvarying powers; for our modern siliy way of complex 
spelling devoid of all analogy was net then known. The law there. 
fore, which we know now does not provide against very absurd neglect, 
give vo encouragement fo any man to omit the then extremely easy 
acquisition of reading and writing. The two maxims then which argue 
sv favourably for the good sense of the Engticsh nation and which the 
Scotch reviewers treat as mere legal fictions, were in the early times 
alluded to, completely applicable and in full force, I could have re. 
plied to the objections of those critics to universal suffrage; but too 
much room has been engrossed already by me; and it is but right thae 
in avalogy tothe ancient relief of parliamentary service, somebody 
else should undertake the charge ofanswering those criticsin that point, 
August 25th, 1817. 
PLEBEIUS. 


To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 








Str 
’ The insertion of the following Handbill in your 


Publication which is now circulating in many of the districts round 
Manchester, might be the means of stimulating other towns and districts 
to similar exertions, A number of Friends press you to give it room in 
your next lucubration, in the hope that something adequate to the urgent 
claims of the sutferers may be atiorded by the Friends of Reform in th: 


Representation. 
A HANDBILL, 


To the Vriends of Humanity and the Ancient Constitution of England 
in Ashlon-underiine, &c. Se. 


FeLiow-TowxsMen.— You are imperiously called upon to show that 
you possess the spirit of your ancestors, by relieving the Families o! 
those who are now confined in distant prisons under @ Secretary’s War- 
rant, Without chance or likelihood of trial, The smallest subscription 
may render a great service to those who are sunk in hopeless distress and 
wretchedness ; and he must not claim the name of well-wisher to a re 
form in the representation who will net exert all his powers on an occa, 
sion so benevolent and humane. It isa mortal stain to the character 
of all true Englishmen to see sterling worth pine in want and obscurity, 
neglected and forgotten, Those Britons who are anxtous to deserve that 
name, and relieve unmerited distress, may subscribe their money, and 
pay it into the hands of ————-—who will forward it to the poor ob- 
jects above recited, many of whom must fall victims to penury if relief 
be not immediately afforded, 

*,.* Any honest and humane Englishman may carry the above into 
execution, by going round in his district, and collecting from koown 
well wishers, 

(<7 The Treasurers may know where the above distressed objects ree 
side. by applyimg to Mrs. Benbow, No, 8, Pump-street, Bank Top, 
Manchesier. 


From the above you will perceive, that Lancashire is not behind any 
other county in acts of benevolence and true Christian feeling. Ludeed 
tyrants and oppressors have many enemieshere, and L trust ever will. 
With shame it must be acknowledged that there are associations of two 
legged‘animals, men Lt will not call them, commonly denominated yeo- 
men cavalry, most of whomare old pensioners, weavers, coblers, spin- 
ners, tailors, and butchers; sucha medley of poverty, ignorance, and 
apishnessas exceeds any description ; one findsa horse, anothera man, 
a third asaddle,—if youask them fora motive, the answer is, it will 
save horse-duly, prevent oflices being put upon them, or it may turn to 
good account hereafter in the way of pension,—so mueh for their pub- 
lie zeal. Many districts are preparing petitions to the honourable 
House against its meeting upon Major Cartwright’s Plan of 20 peti- 
tioners to each; we think it our duty to do so, but e-peciatly to obey 
our potitieal father, {In several districts in Lancashire, a few friends 
have formed themselves into reading societies on the plan of common e¢ir- 
culating libraries, each member pays one penny each every week, to- 
sards purchasing the Reform Traets, &c. which circulate among the 
members, each society not abore 20, and one librarian, whe $s mana- 
ger; if this Plan was generally adopted, the public spirit would be kept 
alive and information diilused, Yours, &c. 

Lees, Sept. 26th 1817. An ENGLISHMAN. 
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